
 

Year 11 Bridging Work for 
History A Level 

Industrialisation and the People: 
Britain c1783-1885. 

Week 1 and 2 
 

Complete  
Prime Ministers, 1783-1885 
Complete a detailed and 
informative timeline of the 

Prime Ministers we will cover during the 
course, from 1783 (William Pitt) to 1885 
(William Gladstone). Try and make this 
creative, you may wish to add in images of 
the individuals. Information you could 
include: their background, beliefs, the 
party they belonged to, key dates, the 
monarch they served. You may wish to 
start with Wikipedia. Link: Wikipedia 
Time: 3 hours 

Read  
A brief history of the 
Conservative Party 
A short article that traces the 

history of the Conservative 
Party. From its origin in the late 17th century, 
through its era of dominance under William 
Pitt the Younger and Lord Liverpool, this 
article looks at transformation of the original 
Tory Party to the Conservative Party that we 
know today, and includes key events such as 
the repeal of the Corn Laws and Irish policy 
under Disraeli. Link: History extra 
Time: 15 minutes 

Listen  
Were the Victorians happier 
than us? 
A recent study published in 

the science journal Nature 
tracked the emotional tone of books and 
newspapers over the past 200 years and 
suggested that Brits were happier in the 
19th century. Hannah Woods talks 
through the reality of life in the 19th 
Century and whether they were happier 
than we are today. Link: Dan Snow 
Time: 30 minutes 

Complete  
American Revolution (1776-83) 
Our course begins in 1783, 
following the end of the American 

War of Independence during which Britain 
suffered the humiliating loss of its American 
colonies. In order to understand key events 
which followed, we must examine the political, 
intellectual, economic impact the revolution had 
on Britain. Complete a detailed newspaper article 
written in Britain in the late 18th century, which 
outlines the wide-reaching impact of the 
American Revolution.  
Link: Thoughtco.  
Time: 3 hours 

 Listen 
The Industrial Revolution 
In the first of two 
programmes, Melvyn Bragg 

and his guests discuss the 
Industrial Revolution. Between the middle 
of the 18th century and the early years of 
the 19th century, Britain was transformed. 
This was a revolution, but not a political 
one: over the course of a few generations’ 
industrialisation swept the nation.  
Link: In our time 
Time: 45 minutes 

Watch  
Oliver Twist 
In 1838 Charles Dickens 

published Oliver Twist. As well as 
being one of the most popular British books 
of all time, it has now become known as an 
account of the social and economic 
problems of the Industrial Revolution. 
Watch the 2005 film Oliver Twist and see if 
you can identify the three main issues 
presented: the failure of charity, the harsh 
realities of urban life and the problems of 
capitalism in London. Link: Oliver Twist 
Time: 2 hours 

Complete  
Virtual tour of Parliament 
Complete a virtual tour of 
Parliament, making sure you 

click on the ‘i’ buttons to find 
out more information about the different 
rooms. It is important you understand how 
Parliament worked in the late 18th century 
so following your tour, research and make 
notes on the government in 1783. Include 
information on ‘the constitutional 
monarchy,’ House of Commons, House of 
Lords, the cabinet and the political parties. 
Link: Virtual tour 
Time: 2 hours 

Watch  
Private Life of the Industrial 
Revolution: Social change 

Tony Robinson looks at the social 
impact of the Industrial Revolution. He tries to 
uncover the story of those working in the 
factories during this period, looking at how they 
created the foundation of the country we know 
today.  
 
 
Link: Reel Truth History 
Time: 45 mins 

Read  
Escaping the workhouse: the 
Victorian war on child 
poverty 

In the 1840s, the government 
began sparing Britain’s most deprived 
children the Dickensian hell of the 
workhouse, placing them in schools that 
promised good food, healthcare and an 
education. But did the reality live up to the 
ideal? Lesley Hulonce investigates... 
Link: History extra 
Time: 15 minutes 

Listen  
Peterloo with Jacqueline Riding 
In 1819, a huge crowd gathered 
in St Peter's Fields, Manchester, 

to hear radical speakers demand democratic 
reform. Dozens were killed and many more 
were injured by the army and local militia in 
what became known as the Peterloo 
Massacre. Dan Snow talks to Jacqueline 
Riding - historical adviser on the new film - 
about the importance of Peterloo, and what 
it means to us today. Link: Dan Snow 
Time: 1 hour 

 

  Any questions/ concerns please 
email Miss Tutt-  

rosie.masson@thejohnroanschool. 
org.uk 
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